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PREMIER’S STATEMENT 

Consideration 

Resumed from 12 October on the following question — 

That the Premier’s Statement be noted. 

MR I.C. BLAYNEY (Geraldton) [2.47 pm]: I will make a brief report to the house on the situation in my seat 
of Geraldton. As many members will know, last summer the Clipper Round the World fleet arrived in Geraldton 
from 16 December. Line honours were taken by the yacht Team Finland for the leg from Cape Town.  

The SPEAKER: Take a seat, member for Geraldton. I do not mind if members want to have conversations but I 
do not want to hear those conversations in this place when a member is on his or her feet. Member for Geraldton.  

Mr I.C. BLAYNEY: Thank you, Mr Speaker. Ten 68-foot yachts made up the Clipper fleet and were named 
after their respective sponsoring cities or regions. The yachts were, in no particular order, Cape Breton Island of 
Canada, Hull & Humber, Team Finland, Cork, California, Qingdao, Jamaica Lightning Bolt, Uniquely 
Singapore, Edinburgh Inspiring Capital and our own Spirit of Australia. After spending Christmas and New 
Year in Geraldton and doing their mid-race service at the Geraldton boat lifter, the fleet left Geraldton on 3 
January bound for Singapore. The winner of this leg was Cape Breton Island, with Spirit of Australia in second 
place. Unfortunately Cork hit a reef in the Java Sea and had to be abandoned. This was the first loss of a clipper 
boat in two million miles of ocean racing. Thankfully, nobody was lost or injured. The next leg to Qingdao in 
China, which is probably the roughest leg of the entire navigation, was won by Spirit of Australia. I recognise 
the work of the Geraldton Yacht Club, the City of Geraldton–Greenough, the Mid West Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry, many local businesses and Geraldton Boat Lifters for making the Clipper Round the World fleet 
visit a success. We would love to see its crew back again.  

Work continues to develop Western Australia’s new iron ore province of the Mid West. Currently Oakajee Port 
and Rail is working on major engineering works, environmental impact statements and native title agreements. It 
is also conducting negotiations with landowners of the land over which the northern railway line will run. OPR 
has identified 14 miners as potential users of the port. However, initial negotiations with four foundation 
customers as part of the bank feasibility study have resulted in nominations in excess of 35 million tonnes for 
stage 1. A number of miners have already indicated an interest in port capacity for stage 2.  

Point of Order 

Mr M.P. WHITELY: The member for Geraldton is reading his speech, which is against the standing orders. I 
direct you, Mr Speaker, to insist that he does not read his speech verbatim.  

The SPEAKER: Member for Bassendean, I am sure that the member for Geraldton uses notes on occasion to 
help him present a range of information. I hope he continues to do that.  

Debate Resumed 

Mr I.C. BLAYNEY: The total mineral resources at Jack Hills now stand in excess of three billion tonnes on an 
average of 32.3 per cent iron. This is a three-fold increase on former estimates. Jack Hills is looking at 
production of 35 million tonnes per annum for 35 years with a mixture of both direct shipping ore and 
beneficiated ore, and a workforce of at least 1 000 people. It is expected that reserves at Jack Hills will continue 
to increase. It is a logical progression to eventually decouple the Jack Hills mine from the development of the 
railway line and the port of Oakajee. If members had been following that issue in the press, they would have 
noticed that it is progressing.  

The Premier turned the first sod at Gindalbie Metals’ Karara mine on 28 November 2009. Karara will produce 
hematite in the first instance. It will be mined by another company, but then it will become a lifelong magnetite 
producer with the potential to produce 30 million tonnes per annum for at least 35 years. This is a joint venture 
project with Ansteel, China’s second largest steel maker and its biggest iron producer. The approval for the 
railway line to Gindalbie has gone through. A number of sheds are being built on the Geraldton waterfront and a 
powerline is being built from Eneabba to Karara. Work also continues with Asia Iron’s Extension Hill deposit, 
which will become a large magnetite producer. I recently visited the steel mill at Chongqing. The Chongqing 
provincial government has become a 40 per cent investor in the project, which is the kick it needs to finally get it 
going. The steel mill was a $3.5 billion investment and will be dedicated to the ore from Asia Iron’s mine. Asia 
Iron intends to use a slurry pipeline to shift its product to the Geraldton port. The product will go to Nanjing, 
which is about 300 kilometres upstream on the Yangtze River. That means that the 60 000-tonne boats loaded in 
the Geraldton port will be quite suitable because they will have to go upriver when they get to China.  
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In January I visited Grange Resources’ Savage River magnetite mine in Tasmania, which uses a similar though 
much smaller system. I thank Russell Clark and Wayne Bould of Grange Resources for their help. I wish them 
well with their Southdown project at Wellstead. It will export about six million tonnes of magnetite from 
Albany.  

The Sinosteel Midwest Corporation hematite mine at Koolanooka is producing about 1.5 million tonnes per 
annum, which is cash flow for its next mine at Well Range. It also has reserves at Robinson Range and Jack 
Hills. The first shipment from Koolanooka left Geraldton last Christmas. It is interesting to note that under the 
Koolanooka deposit there is a large deposit of magnetite in the region of 400 million tonnes.  

Iluka has started bringing in its mineral sands concentrate from South Australia so that it can be processed at 
Geraldton. The product comes from the Jacinth–Ambrosia mine, which is north of Ceduna. Iluka has invested 
$60 million in this mine. I congratulate it for that. I thank Heathgate Resources for showing me around its 
Beverley uranium mine, which is just east of the Flinders Ranges, in February. Beverley uses an in situ leaching 
process that appears to have little or no environmental impact. I urge members opposite to accept the 
inevitability of uranium mining. Although it may be a long-term stopgap measure, on balance we have a simple 
choice: we can mine coal or we can mine uranium. There is less of an impact on our environment if we use 
uranium.  

Another project in the Mid West that is quite exciting is the Square Kilometre Array Pathfinder Project, which 
will involve the installation of 36 radio astronomy dishes at Boolardy Station in the Murchison. The first dishes 
in this unique radio-quiet zone have been installed. It was reported on 5 March in the Geraldton Guardian that 
the first signals had been received from a satellite as part of the testing process. I want it recorded that the 
Indigenous land use agreement with the Wajarri Yamatji people and the Yamatji Marlpa Aboriginal Corporation 
was registered with the National Native Title Tribunal. The government will build a facility at Geraldton 
University Centre. An optic fibre cable has already been linked from the centre to Perth to feed information to 
Perth. I acknowledge the work of Tony Brooker, who is the chair of the Western Australian Regional Astronomy 
Group. Along with the City of Geraldton–Greenough and the Mid West Development Commission, I paid one-
third of Tony’s costs to attend the recent SKA project meeting in the Netherlands.  

I am pleased that the government is moving towards an individual transferable quota process in the crayfishing 
industry. Last year’s results showed that supply management works. Fishermen can target their product at times 
of the year when prices are at their highest. It will definitely be a better system. A fisherman visited me in my 
office at the end of the last season. He told me that his income was up by $100 000 and his costs down by 
$100 000 due to the supply management issue. He had made more money than he had made in the past 10 years.  

I commend the government on its decision to introduce GM crops. The next generation of GM crops will involve 
more uses. Currently, they are focused on weed and bug control. However, we will soon use GM crops that are 
engineered to use nitrogen more efficiently. The next generation will be drought-tolerant crops that will be well 
adapted to a drying climate.  

It is good to report that the government is working towards increasing the availability of housing in Geraldton. A 
residential development in Bluff Point will yield 100 housing sites. A council development at Mahomets will 
yield another 60 blocks. A 12-hectare site at Spalding will also be used for housing. That site was recently 
released by the Department of Education. Fifty-one new dwellings are being built in Beachlands. I ask the 
government to continue working towards a contributory scheme for sewerage in new areas.  

Mr M.P. Whitely interjected. 

Mr I.C. BLAYNEY: It is obvious that the member for Bassendean has not taken his pill today!  

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members, you may not be interested in what the member for Geraldton is saying; I am 
interested to hear from him. He has the electorate adjacent to mine so some of the issues are common and I 
would like to hear what he says; I am sure other people in this place do as well. We are addressing the Premier’s 
Statement and other people wish to speak to it, and I realise that some of you are waiting to do that, but if you 
have other business that does not necessarily need to be conducted inside this place, I encourage you to take it 
outside of this place. The member for Geraldton has the call.  

Mr I.C. BLAYNEY: I would like to congratulate Uniting Church Homes on its major development in 
Geraldton—namely, Hillcrest Lodge. I understand UCH is already planning another. Another major retirement 
facility is proposed for the St Georges Beach area of Bluff Point, and I thank the Minister for Lands for his help 
in making that land available. I congratulate also the Minister for Transport for his help in releasing the Public 
Transport Authority land in the centre of town, where I understand an eight-storey building will be built.  
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A number of people have come to my office with visa problems. It is obviously not getting through to the federal 
government that we are rapidly switching from finding it easy to get employees to finding it difficult to get 
employees, and I really request the government to free the system up a bit so that people can stay on rather than 
having to leave as they do at the moment.  

I congratulate also the staff and students of Geraldton University Centre for their dedication and commitment. 
Last year 38 students graduated, taking the total since the opening of the centre to 147 students. Graduates this 
year included graduates in the fields of Indigenous services management, education, nursing, visual arts, creative 
industries and town planning. Regional campuses suffer because they are not given any more money to fund 
their positions, and if the government was serious about developing regional areas, it would give us more money 
for small campuses such as the one at Geraldton, because it is more expensive to operate them. I report also that 
there have been some useful developments for Geraldton Airport in that it is going to have jet services because 
of deregulation. I congratulate also Skywest for starting direct services from Geraldton to Melbourne and putting 
in a small call centre. 

I am on the government committee of the City of Geraldton–Greenough’s sustainable future city region project, 
the aim of which is to set a good blueprint over the next three years to take the place forward. We are currently 
working with a number of people on the issue of sporting facilities because there is a lot of strong feeling in the 
community about the future of a number of sporting grounds, and I hope that they can find a facilitator who can 
bring them together. It is exciting times in Geraldton and the place is transforming. If it is not already Western 
Australia’s premier regional city, it soon will be. 

MR A.J. WADDELL (Forrestfield) [3.02 pm]: I rise to address the Premier’s Statement, which allows us 
one of those rare opportunities in this place to have a fairly free range to discuss whatever topics we wish to. 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: It’s because the government’s run out of things to do! 

Mr A.J. WADDELL: It does seem that the government has run out of things to do, but I am hoping, member, 
that they are all running off into the corner to discuss the replacement of our laptop computers, which I believe 
has become a very controversial topic for the government at the moment! 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: Member, I think you should let the Parliament know how that is being addressed.  

Mr A.J. WADDELL: I am glad the member asked me that question! Members of the public gallery and 
media — 

Mr P. Papalia: Around the state. 

Mr A.J. WADDELL: — and people around the state may not know, perhaps, that we as servants of this state 
are given certain equipment to perform our daily activities. In particular, we have been provided with laptops. 
The ones issued to us to date are the ones that I believe we need to wind up; they are somewhat dated. 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: I’ve heard they are replacing them with Commodore 64s! 

Mr A.J. WADDELL: There have been rumours that they would like to replace them with Commodore 64s—
there have been rumours that they would like to issue us with a quill and parchment as well! It seems that the 
Department of the Premier and Cabinet has a very, very low idea of our technological requirements. The people 
of Western Australia might be pleased to hear that, at present, their elected representatives in Parliament across 
all sides of politics have taken industrial action and gone to the wall and have refused to participate in the move 
to replace our laptops until such time as we are properly consulted. This is a stare-down competition, and it will 
be a question of whether the Department of the Premier and Cabinet or members manage to blink first! We will 
find out who truly runs this state and whether it is those faceless bureaucrats or whether it is the Parliament duly 
elected by the people of Western Australia. Watch this space to see how that plays out. I move to more serious 
matters. 

Mr A. Krsticevic interjected.  

Mr A.J. WADDELL: They certainly are very serious matters, member, but I think the people of my electorate 
would like me to focus on some of the more serious matters that affect them as ordinary citizens of this state. 
When I was told I was to be given an opportunity to reply to the Premier’s Statement, I reflected on the issues I 
would choose to discuss—those things in my electorate that had taken up the majority of my time over recent 
months. It became apparent pretty quickly that the number one topic that people come to see me about is that of 
public housing; Homeswest issues rate very highly. 

It is interesting that I get this issue from both sides of the coin. I get it from people desperate to get into 
Homeswest housing; the people on those waiting lists that seem to endlessly blow out. I recently met with a 
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constituent who had been on the emergency waiting list for some time because she was homeless. She has a 
number of children, some of whom require medical support, yet she had been waiting for over three years for a 
Homeswest house, even though, to all intents and purposes, Homeswest is aware that she is homeless. I made 
some inquiries of Homeswest to ascertain what alternative accommodation arrangements could be made for this 
poor woman and whether she could move in with family or friends, say, in the intermediate time that she was 
waiting to be housed. I was told that if she did that, then, of course, she would no longer be homeless, and if she 
was no longer homeless, she would be taken off the emergency list and would be put on the more general 
Homeswest list, which could result in a five to six-year wait for housing. This person, who has already waited 
three years, might have to wait another five years, making it an eight-year wait for public housing. It seems to 
me that in a state as wealthy as Western Australia, we can certainly do a lot better than have people expecting an 
eight-year wait.  

That is not an unusual circumstance. I am constantly barraged by members of my constituency seeking 
assistance to move up the list, as I am sure all members in this place are. I have dealt with people who have been 
on the list for six or seven years through administrative error or because they have moved and got knocked off 
and are then put back on the list. The system seems somewhat unforgiving. Waiting periods of that length bridge 
the administration of multiple governments—former and current—but the root cause, I think, is the long-term 
lack of investment in public housing.  

As I said, I get this issue from both sides of the coin. The other side concerns me more, simply because I believe 
it could be eliminated by the Department of Housing carrying out its work properly. We have a circumstance 
that, if dealt with properly, would go some way to correcting the other problem—it is to do with tenants who 
misbehave or are simply obnoxious to their fellow residents. I have had a number of these incidents reported to 
me, one of which has been ongoing for a couple of years. A chap living in a Homeswest house lives next door to 
somebody not in state housing and he seemed to develop some sort of a fascination with this person. He 
ultimately began ringing up in the middle of the night and leaving abusive phone messages on her phone, 
suggesting that she and her daughter were going to be raped in their sleep by this gentleman. That is a fairly 
serious thing to happen. 

Mr P. Abetz: He is not a gentleman. 

Mr A.J. WADDELL: I agree that he certainly is not a gentleman. I would like to expunge from the record that I 
ever suggested that he was a gentleman, because he is not. He was subsequently charged by the police and 
pleaded guilty. Violence restraining orders were obtained and he was no longer able to interact in any way with 
his next door neighbour. One would think that circumstances like that are fairly serious and self-evident and that 
if the Department of Housing was requested to spring into action and evict that individual, who clearly is a blight 
on our community, one would not have a better case than that. However, the department would not do it. Even 
though there were violence restraining orders against the individual and he had pleaded guilty, the department 
would not evict him. The department felt it needed more evidence and more complaints. A number of months 
later another neighbour complained about that person and about vandalism that had occurred on the neighbour’s 
property. In that instance, the Department of Housing wrote to the complainant indicating that it was the first the 
department had heard about a problem with that person and that there was very little the department could do 
about it. When the two cases were drawn to my attention, I put two and two together in the way that the 
department could not and pointed out the error it had made. The department was very apologetic. It sent letters of 
apology suggesting that the department had never received complaints about the tenant and that it would not 
happen again. But did the department spring into action? No. It did nothing. There were more complaints. One of 
the neighbours is now contemplating selling his property because he feels like a prisoner in his own home. When 
the neighbours see that Homeswest tenant in the street, they fear for their own safety. The Homeswest tenant has 
got his friends to behave obnoxiously and oppressively to his neighbours. It is a very difficult situation. Will the 
Department of Housing do anything about it? No. That is an indictment on the department. I raised a grievance 
about this with the previous Minister for Housing who waxed lyrical about the department’s behaviour 
management policy and about how the department would change the way it dealt with such matters. I contacted 
the Department of Housing recently and asked when it would spring into action about this matter and was told 
that unless the department received multiple complaints within a two-week window, it could do very little about 
it and that, frankly, I could expect nothing to happen. I can see members around the chamber nodding and 
suspect that they have faced similar situations. 

Was that the worst case? By no means. I met with another woman a month or so ago who told me that her house 
had been vandalised by Homeswest tenants who live in a house down the road from her. Again, she had taken 
out violence restraining orders, made complaints and received absolutely no action whatsoever from the 
Department of Housing. She reached the end of her tether and came to me. Through an administrative error, the 
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Department of Housing sent her the wrong letter in response to one of the letters she had written to the 
department. The letter the department sent to her was intended to be sent to another person who lived on the 
same street and was about the very same things that were happening to the woman. She found out that she was 
not the only victim of the Homeswest tenants but that there were others. After doing some research, she 
discovered that there were six violence restraining orders against that one household—six! Do members think 
the Department of Housing sprang into action? Not on your nelly!  

I met the people involved in one of the six restraining orders. They are a lovely young couple who bought their 
first home on that street. They have an eight-year-old son who had been playing at the front of the house one day 
when the children from the Homeswest house got into a small argument with the son in front of the couple’s 
house. The father, worried about his son’s safety, told the Homeswest boys to move on and thought that was the 
end of the matter. Some minutes later the father of the Homeswest children came to the couple’s house and 
threatened all sorts of abuse. Ultimately, an altercation occurred and the father of the eight-year-old, who had 
severe back problems, was assaulted quite viciously. The mother of the Homeswest children also assaulted the 
young woman, who was pregnant, and the assault caused her to miscarry. The entire incident was witnessed by 
the eight-year-old son, who is now severely traumatised from watching his parents being beaten savagely in front 
of their home. The couple have now installed security cameras and roller shutters on their house. They are living 
in absolute fear. When I visited them and drove past the Homeswest house in question, I saw the Homeswest 
tenants sitting in the front of the house pointing at me in a menacing way because they knew that I had visited 
the tenants in one of the houses that had complained about them.  

We are dealing with multiple assaults, violence restraining orders, court action and bodily harm that resulted in a 
miscarriage. One would think that the Department of Housing would spring into action. That incident happened 
in March and those people still live just a few hundred metres from each other because the Department of 
Housing is either incapable or unwilling to do its job. The department gives stories about its procedures and 
processes and about making sure that Homeswest tenants receive procedural fairness. One would have to ask 
what fairness there is for the rest of the people in the street who are living in abject fear of those tenants. One 
must also ask where is the fairness in the system that allows people to wait for seven years for emergency 
accommodation when others in Homeswest accommodation are not fit to be in our community. The department 
says that the matters are caught up in the court system and until a magistrate makes a decision about the pending 
matters against the tenants, the department cannot evict them. The reality is that the department can. It has the 
power to do that but it is unwilling to do it. There is a culture of inaction in the Department of Housing. When 
constituent after constituent tells members that they cannot get into Homeswest homes, members should remind 
themselves that others do not deserve to receive state support because they are terrorising their neighbours. This 
is probably the number one issue that I face in my electorate, and I am endeavouring to correct it step by step. 
However, I feel powerless and frustrated by a system that refuses to spring into action. It is about time that the 
department was embarrassed into doing something. 

I will now address the issue of education. In the past, I have spoken of my support for the Gifted and Talented 
Children’s Association WA and the fact that I am its patron. I have spoken about the need to abandon the one-
size-fits-all approach to schooling and also the approach of streaming whereby we mix profoundly gifted 
children with those who require significant educational support in the classroom. We must recognise that people 
are different and require different support to blossom to their fullest capacity. Not everyone deserves the same 
education; everyone deserves the same opportunity for education. That opportunity is dependent upon the ability 
of the students themselves. There is no sense trying to teach advanced physics to someone who cannot 
understand the basic mathematics behind it or in teaching someone such as my daughter, who at the age of eight 
decided to read The Importance of Being Earnest, basic spelling lists that do not get beyond words of two 
syllables. Frankly, she is bored and it is a waste of time. That has been the focus of my work with GATCA.  

I was recently given the opportunity to attend a presentation to do with assisted learning devices for people who 
suffer from dyslexia. I have often suspected that I was dyslexic myself, but I think sometimes I am just too lazy 
to read words properly. I have certainly never suffered in the way that a number of people who attended this 
seminar said they had suffered and the difficulty they have had in accessing the written word. It was an eye-
opening experience for me. It was eye-opening because a lot of matters they talked about were the very same 
things that I talked about through my involvement with the Gifted and Talented Children’s Association of WA. 

[Member’s time extended.] 

Mr A.J. WADDELL: I am talking about the whole idea of streaming and trying to throw everyone into one 
bucket and hoping for the best outcomes without the necessary support. 
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Profoundly dyslexic people essentially could be intelligent. In fact, statistically they tend to be very gifted 
people; they just have difficulty accessing the written word. What it is like for a dyslexic person was highlighted 
to us at the seminar when the person running the seminar presented onto the screen a music notation and asked 
us what it was. Being somewhat musically challenged and unable to read music, I had no idea what it said. I was 
looking for repeating patterns and trying to work out what the underlying narrative might be. But not knowing an 
A from a D or a sharp from a flat, and being quite proud of the fact that I knew that I could use that kind of 
language, that was about the limit of my musical notation knowledge. I really did not have a clue. About four 
people in the room shot up their arms and identified it as one of Beethoven’s pieces. I looked at that and thought 
that I am quite capable of enjoying one of Beethoven’s pieces and I consider myself to have reasonably eclectic 
musical tastes and all of that, but I am completely out of my depth when somebody asks me to read a piece of 
musical notation. This is how dyslexic people see the written word. They often simply see gobbledegook when 
they are presented with written text in certain ways, and that is no reflection whatsoever on their intelligence. 
The question posed at the seminar, therefore, was what we could do to assist people like that—people who for all 
intents and purposes may have a great deal to contribute but are unable to because our standard methods of 
education do not allow them to do so. Of course, they are turning in a large way to technology, using things such 
as screen readers to convert the written text into read text, or simply using things like iPads—which are very 
useful devices and would be great for parliamentarians to have—to change the size of the text, the colours, the 
backgrounds, the fonts and so forth, again making the written document far more accessible. 

I was chatting to one of the women at the seminar. She runs a centre in the eastern states that converts a lot of 
textbooks into electronic text so that people can use screen readers and things like that to access them. She said, 
“You know, one of the things in government that you could do that would make life a lot easier, and it’s not 
really going to cost you anything, is to change your contracts.” I said, “What contracts are you talking about?” 
She said, “You are large consumers of textbooks. You purchase the majority of textbooks in the country, so you 
have a great deal of purchasing power in that respect. If you simply altered the contract that you use to buy 
textbooks to say that any textbook that is provided under the contract must be provided with a digital copy of it 
as well, then we wouldn’t need to convert all of this text into electronic text so that people can access it.” 

Therefore, basically, with the stroke of a pen and with us modifying one single common-use contract, we could 
get all of this electronic text into the system. Let us not forget, of course, that no-one sits and writes with a pen 
and paper any more—unlike the Department of the Premier and Cabinet, which would like us to go back to the 
quill. People do not use pen and paper any more to write books; they usually use word processors these days. 
Publishers, therefore, already have electronic copies. They have them in a way that makes them easily accessible 
to people with sight problems, people with dyslexic problems and no doubt people with other learning disorders 
who would benefit greatly from having access to electronic text. Therefore, all we really need to do is modify 
one element of a contract for a range of people in our community to benefit. What is the loss? Why are we not 
doing it? Why are we not thinking about these things? It does not necessarily mean that there would be a high 
cost associated with that. 

No doubt one of the great things that dyslexic people would like is for us to recognise dyslexia as a disability. I 
would hate to think of a world in which I could not access the written word. If I were to suffer an accident or 
something that caused me to no longer be able to access the written word, I would consider that to be a huge 
disability in my life and something that I would expect the community to recognise as a disability. If because of 
an accident I lost an ability that I once had, I would be compensated. People who are born that way should 
certainly be treated in exactly the same way. Perhaps there was a time in our past when recognising such a thing 
as a disability would have caused a great deal of angst, a lot of pain and a lot of expense in our system, but these 
days we can actually do it in a very low-cost way. I think the community is ready to recognise that. It would be a 
huge step forward for Western Australia to recognise dyslexia as a disability, as New South Wales has already, I 
might add, and is leading the way in that respect. 

I want to raise two other issues today. I will see how my time goes. However, one issue I want to talk about is 
electrical bicycles. I am not a huge cyclist. It could perhaps be argued that I am a huge cyclist but I do not ride a 
lot! However, one of the things I have a mind for is environmentalism and the impact that cars have on our 
environment in terms of not only pollution, the fact that we are facing peak oil prices, that fuel costs will 
continue to go up and that we will need to start thinking about alternatives, but also our general society and how 
we structure our cities. I refer to the increasing number of roads that we are relying on, to the appalling public 
transport service throughout my electorate so that people increasingly rely on cars, and to finding solutions to 
that going forward. One day the price of fuel will be above $2 a litre and it will become economically unviable 
for people to have multiple cars in their home. We therefore need to think about how we will get across that. Of 
course, the great hope on the horizon is electric cars. Obviously, we must think about the effect that they will 
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have on the electricity grid, which is another debate. However, electric cars do present a certain cost and certain 
problems. 

There is an intermediate step that we could take. If we could encourage everyone to ride a bicycle, such as 
people do in China, obviously we would be a long way to solving a lot of problems. I do not think we will 
convince members of our community to suddenly take up cycling as their major form of commuting. Cycling 
does present certain problems. It is difficult to turn up at work a bit hot and sweaty, and our roads are certainly 
not bicycle friendly. But one thing we can do to encourage people to move to bicycles is allow for electrical 
bicycles. I would be quite happy and in fact would probably quite enjoy commuting to work on a bike if I did not 
have to pedal too hard to keep it going. I understand that I could make it from my house to my office for about 
3c worth of electricity, which is certainly a lot less than I pay for fuel for the equivalent journey. I would also be 
outside getting a little of vitamin D, and I might be encouraged to pedal every so often, which would be better 
than sitting doing nothing. 

However, one difficulty we have in Australia with electrical bicycles is the regulatory environment in which we 
have set them up. For an electrical bicycle to be allowed on Australian roads, it must be pedal assisted—in other 
words, it cannot be purely an electrical bicycle—and it cannot exceed 200 watts of power. This limitation to 200 
watts of power is a very significant limitation. For someone with a reasonable body mass, 200 watts will not 
make a huge difference, and 200 watts will not assist a cyclist to get up an incline in any particular way. It could 
be argued that the power of these bicycles is limited for safety reasons and so forth, yet we allow motor cycles to 
operate with a magnitude of power higher than that of an electrical bicycle. If we were legitimately concerned 
with safety, we would look at this issue in a rational way. Two hundred watts will not determine the damage that 
will be caused in the event of a fall; the speed will determine that. Two hundred watts will not allow me to go up 
an incline at all.  

A member interjected. 

Mr A.J. WADDELL: True. One could argue, therefore, that it is a perfectly safe device until I get slammed by a 
truck coming down the road because I am going too slow. Going down a hill with 200 watts might allow me to 
travel at 40 or 50 kilometres an hour, which one could argue is an unsafe speed. We need to change the focus 
from the power of the device to the speed. I advocate we adopt a 30 to 35 kilometre an hour speed limit on an 
electrical bicycle and that we start to think about road design in such a way as to include dedicated cycling paths.  

Ms J.M. Freeman: Most of the lycra-clad bike riders average about 35 kilometres an hour.  

Mr A.J. WADDELL: Precisely. They are very fit individuals —  

Ms J.M. Freeman: That is their average.  

Mr A.J. WADDELL: They can average that kind of speed; yes. We should look at anything that encourages 
people to take on a more environmentally sustainable mode of transport, allows them to probably get a little 
more sun and even a little more exercise and reduces congestion on our roads. It is simply working towards a 
solution that I think is in fact the one that we will ultimately have. If we can achieve that with, as I say, the stroke 
of a pen, which is simply changing the regulatory environment from one of power output to one of speed, it is 
something we should consider. It will be virtually of no cost to us and the community would get behind it. We 
must ask: why are we not doing that? I note that the European regulations allow for a 500-watt output compared 
with our 200-watt output. In the United States some places allow up to 1 000 watts but the speed is limited to, I 
think, 25 miles an hour because the United States has not quite caught up to metric measuring yet and it has 
certain safety standards around that. I do not think anyone would argue that we should not have compulsory 
safety standards such as the need to wear helmets and other forms of cladding to protect riders. We also need to 
take into consideration the idea of shared paths. It may be that when riders are on a shared path with a pedestrian, 
they cannot use the motor assist in any way and must move into pedalling mode. I have often observed bicyclists 
moving from the road to cycle paths taking advantage of their bicycles’ dual-use capabilities. Perhaps that can be 
reflected in regulations that determine when people can use the power assist and when they cannot to ensure that 
pedestrians and other users of those paths are safe.  

Ms J.M. Freeman interjected. 

Mr A.J. WADDELL: The police currently do police work. I am aware of people who have been fined for 
buying kits that have more than 200 watts of power. We would think we had better things to do with our 
resources than that, but that is the law and we need to do something about it. I think it would be a very popular 
move. With that I conclude my remarks. Thank you.  

MR A.P. O’GORMAN (Joondalup) [3.32 pm]: Madam Acting Speaker (Mrs L.M. Harvey), I first thank you 
for taking over the Chair to allow me the time to make this speech. The Premier’s Statement motion gives us an 
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opportunity to talk about our electorates, but for this one I am going to start outside my electorate and talk about 
Hepburn Avenue on the Mitchell Freeway north, where the freeway narrows from three lanes to two.  

Mr P. Abetz interjected.  

Mr A.P. O’GORMAN: We probably could; in fact, we could probably drive our cars on very slow cruise 
control and walk faster. It is one of those situations that has evolved. As we all know, the freeway has been 
extended northwards and southwards in increments. When I came to Perth in the early 1980s, it stopped at 
Hutton Street in Osborne Park. It has now gone as far as Burns Beach Road. I know there is a push from people 
further north for it to go further north. It goes right past my electorate. My electorate’s northern boundary is 
Burns Beach Road. I think we need to widen the freeway to three lanes between Hepburn Avenue and Hodges 
Drive so that it can cater for the additional traffic that it carries with the expansion to our north. I will go through 
some of the things my electorate needs and explain why I think we should have them.  

This morning, for example, there was a five-car crash near the Warwick train station. That had consequences 
right back to the bridge over Moore Drive. Cars were travelling at particularly slow speeds, and it caused lots of 
people to be late for work. That is not a good way to run our city. It would be much more efficient if we had 
good flowing feeder roads and freeways. This could be done by widening the freeway from Hepburn Avenue to 
Hodges Drive to three lanes in both directions. Some people are advocating widening it in only a northerly 
direction. My preference is to widen it in both directions so that people can get to work more quickly and get 
home more quickly in the evening without having to crawl through that area between Hepburn Avenue and 
Hodges Drive. Some people might say, “Hang on a minute, you’re a member of a party that promotes public 
transport.” Yes, I am. But the problem with the public transport system between Perth and Joondalup is that the 
trains, the car parks at the train stations and public transport between the suburbs and the train stations is not at a 
point at which people feel comfortable going out their front door, walking say 500 metres and getting on a feeder 
bus to the local train station where they can get a train. Even if they can do that, between 6.30 and probably 9.30 
in the morning, some times they might have to let one or two trains go past the station before they can find a 
spot—not a seat—where they can stand on the train.  

Along with widening the freeway we need to also increase the frequency of the service on the railway line. Until 
we manage to figure a way of running buses through our suburbs that can feed into the train stations at a fairly 
rapid speed, we have to start looking at increasing the amount of car parking space at our train stations. While I 
am talking about train stations, we all saw the reports in the past week or two about the sexual assault that 
occurred at the Edgewater train station. Thankfully, the police have apprehended and charged a person, but it 
should not have happened. The Edgewater train station is a kiss ‘n’ ride or a park ‘n’ ride train station and does 
not have bus access; therefore, not a huge number of people use it. I think the boardings at Edgewater train 
station average about 1 600 or may be 1 800 a day. If more people went through that train station, it would be 
more difficult for perpetrators to conduct the acts that were conducted last week at Edgewater train station. We 
can do other things to mitigate that. One of those things would be to put in more closed-circuit televisions to 
provide clearer pictures and reduce the blind spots so that women in particular, but not only women, can feel safe 
when they get off the train. Both attacks occurred at peak time, around six o’clock in the evening. Increasing the 
patronage on the service would help reduce the likelihood of crime there. I know it is not a regular occurrence, 
but the fact that it occurred at all in broad daylight at a train station is disturbing. There is plenty of room around 
that area for multistorey parking. A number of private operators up that way would purchase the space over the 
existing car park and build additional car parking space with some commercial accommodation on top of it.  

While I am talking about the Edgewater train station, right at this minute, it is undergoing an upgrade. The 
upgrade came about because there was supposed to be at one point—both parties have been promising it, I think, 
since about 1992—a special events station at Arena Joondalup. When the Labor Party was in government we 
investigated and sought tenders for it. The cost of a special events station at Arena Joondalup, which would be 
used a number of times during the year and by one of the local schools every morning and every afternoon, was 
more than $11 million, so the decision was made that it was too expensive. The Labor government had allocated 
about $7 million in its budget to build that train station. When the former member for Armadale, the Minister for 
Planning and Infrastructure at the time, approached me about it and said that it was not feasible to build it, I 
ensured that that $7 million was spent on public transport within the City of Joondalup and within the electorate 
of Joondalup. That included an extension of the central area transit bus service. The CAT bus was introduced in 
about 2004, from memory. It is a shared cost between local government, Edith Cowan University and the state 
government, and that bus runs clockwise and anticlockwise through Edith Cowan University and by the Police 
Academy, the council offices, the hospital and back to the station. When the construction of the station came off 
the plans, some money was put in to run an extra two buses through Joondalup business park to Arena 
Joondalup, along Grand Boulevard and back into the station. That was on trial for a year, but when this 
government came into office, it did not allow that trial to be completed and pulled that CAT bus service out. 
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That was money that was owned, if one likes, by the people of Joondalup, because it was provided instead of the 
special event train station at Joondalup Arena.  

That did not expend the whole $7 million, and another part of that was allocated to weather protection at 
Edgewater train station and to install a lift. I had been lobbying for this for some time. When this money became 
available, it was an opportunity to push ahead and get that upgrade to the train station built. That is under 
construction at the moment. The station will have a lift, which was a request from the many elderly residents 
who use that train station throughout the day who had a long walk down onto the platform. Because the area was 
open to the elements, whether that was bad weather or scorching heat, they had to walk down that very long 
ramp to get to the platform. A lift will take people from the overpass down onto the platform. That is under 
construction at the moment. A protective cover has been constructed to about halfway down the ramp, and there 
is some side protection as well from the wind. It is a fairly open area, and in the winter the wind through there is 
quite strong. I am pleased that that cover is there; however, I do have a concern about that. The cost of the 
construction is mooted to be about $6.5 million. It is not only for the lift; it is for a shelter right across and a lift. 
The concern I have is for $6.5 million, we do not seem to be getting a lot. This is not a criticism of the 
government. I think this is a problem that all governments face. When government goes out to tender, quite often 
it gets inflated prices. I am basing this on a comparison I made — 

Mr A.P. Jacob: It is incredibly tricky construction, though.  

Mr A.P. O’GORMAN: It is a tricky construction, and they would have to shut down access to the rail line on a 
couple of weekends. I know there are all those issues. I am not criticising the government over this. What I am 
saying is that quite often, not just for rail constructions but for any project that the government puts out to tender, 
it seems to get back an incredibly inflated price. I know that I am comparing apples with oranges here, but not 
too far up the road from the Edgewater train station, the new Motor Industry Training Association of WA facility 
is being built. That has a 350-seat cafeteria, and if I remember correctly a 450-seat lecture theatre, a number of 
classrooms, nine specialised workshops and all the associated infrastructure, and that project is being brought in 
for about $13 million. When I look at the two constructions, I cannot see where the difference is. It is a problem 
that everybody in government needs to face and to tackle. Why are we paying all that extra money as a 
government—it is taxpayers’ money—to get infrastructure in place when we are probably the biggest purchaser 
of infrastructure in this state, yet we seem to get hit with a premium? It possibly might be a good inquiry for one 
of our standing committees to undertake.  

In conjunction with that extra money that was spent on the CAT bus, I am asking that the CAT bus service be 
extended. The Motor Industry Training Association facility will be located on Joondalup Drive, a main road, but 
there are no buses that move passengers from the train station down that part of Joondalup Drive on a regular 
basis. It would make sense to extend that CAT bus service so that the apprentices who go there are able to access 
public transport. As we all know, most of the traffic in the morning is travelling from the northern suburbs into 
the city. With the construction of the Motor Industry Training Association facility, a fair share of the apprentices 
and staff heading out there will be coming from the southern end. Therefore, they will be back-filling those 
empty trains that are going up the line. It will be a good thing to be able to extend that CAT bus service to 
incorporate the southern business district where the Motor Industry Training Association’s new training facility 
is located.  

I have another issue that I would like to talk about, and I was interested in the question today to the Premier 
about the Claremont Football Club and the $16.5 million that seemed to come out in a very short time to rebuild 
its clubrooms. The Falcons have been at Arena Joondalup since about 1992 or 1993, if I am not wrong. Since 
that time, the club has had a number of issues in dealing with the Arena management, the WA Sports Centre 
Trust as it was called at the time. More recently, the club has been trying to move towards establishing its own 
clubrooms at the Arena. There has been some movement, including promises of land to be passed over to the 
West Perth Football Club so that it can construct its own clubrooms. However, there is no money attached to it. 
There is no financial help to the Falcons, the West Perth Football Club, to establish those clubrooms. In fact, 
when I came into government in 2001, an issue around at that time was the possibility of West Perth Football 
Club moving out of the Arena because it was not getting satisfactory conditions from the government agency 
that manages the Arena. That now seems to have petered out a bit, and the club is happy to stay there. However, 
the club would still dearly like proper clubrooms of its own with a controlled bar and function room and better 
dressing rooms. Indeed, I have been in the Arena dressing rooms a couple of times. Just this week we were at 
Lake Joondalup Baptist College, which is just across the road, opening a Building the Education Revolution 
project, which was a primary school library, and underneath the library is a set of change rooms. The Falcons use 
the Lake Joondalup Baptist College oval and these change rooms. They prefer them because they are modern, 
bright and airy and there is plenty of room, in contrast to what they have at the Arena.  
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I urge the government, in this upcoming budgetary process, to consider the following. The Falcons moved out of 
their Leederville clubrooms to Joondalup to expand the Western Australia Football League competition out to 
the northern suburbs. The Falcons have done a great job in that, and it is about time that the government actually 
recognised that they are providing a very valuable service to the community in providing Australian Rules 
football out in the northern suburbs—in fact, right out into the country areas because they look after a country 
area as well. That is another thing that needs to be done urgently for Joondalup and for the Falcons.  

I want to make sure that I make all the points I wanted to get across. One of the next things I want to talk about is 
the comprehensive transport strategy for the City of Joondalup. The City of Joondalup has a transport system 
that has evolved over time. We do not seem to have any new ideas in it. We have the train line, which is 
fantastic. Most of the buses actually parallel the rail line. They do not run east–west; they run from Whitfords 
station through the suburbs to Joondalup station. Buses run from Joondalup station through the suburbs to 
Clarkson station. They skip a station each time. I am sure that members opposite—the members for Kingsley and 
Ocean Reef—get the same complaint that I do: it is very difficult to get public transport east–west into those 
stations from those suburbs that are just a little bit further afield on the eastern and western fringes. It would be 
great if the Public Transport Authority could look at this issue again to see how we could develop a much better 
public transport strategy right through the City of Joondalup. 

[Member’s time extended.] 

Mr A.P. O’GORMAN: Those are a couple of the problems that I see with the public transport system in the 
Joondalup area. 

As every member knows, we face a big problem right across the state with affordable housing. I am talking 
about not Department of Housing housing but housing that people can afford to buy or rent in the suburbs. It is 
becoming more and more difficult for them. Only this week I visited a resident of Craigie who told me that she is 
paying $350 a week for a small three-bedroom, one-bathroom house. It is an older house on a very large block, 
so it takes a lot of maintenance. She says that rent is cheap and she thinks that she is getting the house at a good 
rate. A lot more housing is needed in the suburbs, in areas such as Craigie and Joondalup. Out that way are a 
number of plots of government land; for example, lot 9 000 McLarty Avenue, which is about eight hectares, if I 
remember correctly, and right next to it a Department of Education–owned site of just under six hectares. 
Therefore, 16 hectares of land, and probably another hectare or so that belongs to LandCorp, have been sitting 
there for some time. It is the same situation that the Premier mentioned today about the redevelopment of the 
Claremont Football Club. The land is right beside public transport, close to shopping centres and close to a 
hospital and services. It is an ideal piece of land that should be developed for affordable housing, together with 
private rentals and privately owned dwellings. I believe in previous plans for the area there could have been up 
to 850 housing units there, as well as commercial development, car parks and public open space. It is an area 
right in the middle of the city. 

We closed Craigie Senior High School in 2004. As part of the closure and in accordance with the local area 
education plan, there was consultation with the community. The community’s wish was that, as soon as the 
school closed, the buildings be bowled over to prevent vandalism and graffiti occurring. If I remember correctly, 
that happened in January 2004 and those buildings were substantially bowled over. Under this government, and 
also through a local area education plan under the former Carpenter government, what was the Camberwarra 
Primary School was closed. Camberwarra Primary School was amalgamated with Craigie Primary School and it 
became Craigie Heights Primary School, which operated for about two years while the new school was being 
built on the Craigie site. It is a fantastic new school, which the minister opened earlier this year. It is a 
$30 million development. It is a pleasure to go there and see the kids in good class facilities, with an excellent 
library. Under the Building the Education Revolution, it has also managed to get a closed-in undercover area 
with proper sound equipment and such things.  

What of the old Craigie Heights Primary School site or, as it was formerly called, Camberwarra? When the 
school moved out, it took everything it needed, but the buildings were left. I had to go there during the week 
because of a complaint from a neighbour about noise at the site at night, the graffiti that is appearing on the 
buildings and the windows that have been broken. This government has made no attempt to make a decision to 
level the buildings so that there are no squatters in there and no places for vandals to hide and therefore no 
objects for their vandalism—windows, doors, brickwork, roofs, ceilings and all that stuff that has been 
vandalised. The building still has furniture in it, including some school desks that appear to me to be serviceable. 
They might not be moved to a new school because they are older desks, but I am sure plenty of schools would 
appreciate them. If it is the case that we do not want to use them in our schools, let us move them somewhere. If 
it is offshore to an organisation that helps less privileged countries than ours, let us do that rather than just leave 
them to go to waste. 
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Mr P. Abetz: I sent a container to the Solomon Islands. 

Mr A.P. O’GORMAN: This is government-owned property. I cannot access it, but the government needs to 
start thinking about what happens when a school is closed. There is a certain amount of surplus equipment. If our 
own education system cannot use it, can we transfer it somewhere else? Can we send it off to the Solomon 
Islands or somewhere? We should not be wasting these resources. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mrs L.M. Harvey): Members—excuse me, member for Joondalup—could you 
please keep your conversations low or take them outside. I remind the member for Rockingham that he should 
not be reading a newspaper while the member for Joondalup is on his feet. 

Mr A.P. O’GORMAN: The former Craigie Senior High School site and the Camberwarra Primary School site 
are two pieces of land in a very old suburb that now has a brand-new school facilities. With some innovation and 
development of that land, a whole new group of people could be housed there in higher density housing. 
Again, the land is close to a train station, the Craigie Leisure Centre and Westfield Whitford City Shopping 
Centre. It is a perfect place to have some affordable housing; I again stress that it should be not only Department 
of Housing housing, but also some private rentals and privately owned housing. The land could be developed 
quickly and easily and relatively cheaply for the number of houses that could be built there. I urge the 
government to get on and do it and not continue what has been going on with the Craigie Senior High School 
site since 2004, and is still going on after six years. Not one brick and not one road have been put on that high 
school site. 

The government also recently announced the closure of Padbury Senior High School. I will not complain about 
the fact that the decision was made to close it, but just about the way in which that decision was made. There 
was no consultation with the local community. When we closed Craigie Senior High School it was painful. It 
took about 12 to 18 months. The member for Hillarys, who is now the Minister for Police, and I were involved in 
that. It was painful because people generally do not like their schools to be closed. They fight about it and they 
argue about it. The fact is that to deliver good educational outcomes for our students, we need to close schools 
with a small number of students, so that the number of students in other schools can be increased. When we 
closed Craigie Senior High School, money was reallocated to the other schools to which those students would 
go. One of those was Padbury Senior High School and the other was Belridge Senior High School. Now Padbury 
Senior High School is to be closed. Parents have as little as three weeks to decide what to do with their children 
who are entering year 11 next year, because the advice to them is that the best thing to do is to send them to the 
school where they are going to complete year 12. Basically, students who will be in years 11 and 12 next year 
are being told to move to their new school now. Those parents and students have about three weeks in which to 
make their minds up. It should be borne in mind that the closest schools for them are Duncraig Senior High 
School, further south, and Belridge Senior High School, to the north. They are both excellent schools; in fact, I 
would put my hand up and say that Belridge Senior High School in Beldon is probably one of the better schools 
in the state. It has a very good record and a very good pastoral care program. I have been involved in that for 
quite some time. 

When we close schools, we cannot just close them and walk away. We have to think about what we are going to 
do with the site immediately after the school closure—that is, whether we leave it standing because it is an asset 
that we can on-sell or use for another purpose, or whether we are going to bowl over the buildings and put 
housing into the area. 

Another thing that has happened in Joondalup in the last few months is the closure of the Westpac call centre. 
Westpac set up its call centre in Joondalup following the closure of the Ansett call centre on land supplied by 
Edith Cowan University. It is a fantastic call centre in a wide open space. It is quite a large centre with 200 or 
300 car parking bays. When Ansett went under on 14 September 2001, the Ansett call centre closed. We, as a 
government, put some money behind getting an alternative operator in there, which was Westpac. Westpac was 
given certain incentives to go there, which appear to have now run out. Its call centre is now closed. It has taken 
200 or 300 jobs out of the Joondalup area. The government needs to address this issue; it needs to look at what is 
happening up there so that this great facility is not left lying vacant and so that it does not again become subject 
to vandalism and things like that. The government needs to make sure that a call centre operates from that site to 
provide 200 or 300 jobs in the Joondalup area. It is a shame to say that we have to keep putting up incentives to 
organisations to put their call centres there, but that is apparently what we have to do these days.  

One other thing I would like to see, which again is not in my electorate but is just outside it in the electorate of 
the member for Ocean Reef, is the Ocean Reef Marina development. The proposal has been put up by the City of 
Joondalup and has a lot of connection with government. The Water Corporation owns some of the land and the 
state government owns other parts of the land. The proposal has been put up in the expectation of the broad City 
of Joondalup having that facility put in the water.  
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Mr A.P. Jacob: We don’t actually own the bits of land on which they are proposing to build.  

Mr A.P. O’GORMAN: No. There has to be cooperation between the Water Corporation, the state government 
and the local council.  

Mr A.P. Jacob: The car park should go on the Water Corporation land. That is the plan, and it is a good plan.  

Mr A.P. O’GORMAN: That proposal is out there. People right across Joondalup in the electorates of the 
member for Kingsley, the member for Hillarys and the member for Ocean Reef, and in my electorate, would 
greatly appreciate the government fast-tracking that proposal and assisting the City of Joondalup. It is a huge 
undertaking of $1 billion-plus. It will require some state assistance to do that.  

Mr A.P. Jacob: There is the opportunity for that east–west light rail.  

Mr A.P. O’GORMAN: It is an ideal opportunity to run east–west light rail up and down Hodges Drive. We 
could even circle it around Ocean Reef Road and maybe even get another circle back along Hepburn Avenue. 
We have obviously talked about this at other times as well!  

They are a few of the things that are badly needed in my electorate. Another thing that we need is crisis 
accommodation, in particular a women’s refuge. There was money in the budget when we left government to 
build a refuge in the Brighton–Butler area. That has never surfaced again. It needs to happen. We have a lot of 
women in the northern suburbs who are victims of domestic violence and who need the opportunity to get away 
from that domestic violence.  

MR T.G. STEPHENS (Pilbara) [4.03 pm]: I rise to raise an issue really on behalf of the member for 
Kimberley, who is absent from the chamber for health reasons. She has encouraged some of my former 
constituents from my time as member for the Mining and Pastoral Region and member for North Province prior 
to that to contact me. These are people whom I have known for a long time. They raised the issue with the 
member for Kimberley and they want it to be raised with the government in the Parliament. These people have 
concerns about decisions being taken on a proposed new Kununurra heavy vehicle route that will come close to 
the blocks they occupy as residences and on which they conduct horticultural activities to the west of the 
township of Kununurra on the eastern bank of the Ord River. I refer to the River Farm Road area, which contains 
some of the earliest horticultural blocks of the Ord valley. Development took place there some 40 years ago. The 
River Farm Road precinct was taken up by a number of very long-term residents who have found ways to 
diversify their incomes with horticultural products, which has assisted their presence within the north east 
Kimberley region.  

The pressure of economic activity has increased upon the north east Kimberley, not only as part of the normal 
expansion of the population of the state and increased pressures from the resources industry, but also from 
tourism and, now, the expansion of the Ord irrigation scheme. One of the consequences of that is that the old 
diversion dam crossing across the Ord River adjacent to Kununurra is no longer considered to be sufficient to 
meet the traffic pressure of that area. For many years there has been an expectation that there would need to be a 
new heavy vehicle route. The old diversion dam, which was the first major dam to be built in that area—it is the 
one closest to Kununurra and effectively delivers Lake Kununurra—is on the site of the earliest agricultural 
research that was done in the area by Kimberley Durack and his brother Bill Durack in the 1940s. The 
government of the day constructed the diversion dam in the 1960s but provided only a single laneway for traffic, 
or for two vehicles at a pinch. The construction has height and width limitations that can no longer adequately 
cater for the transport pressure on that area.  

A pamphlet was circulated in June 2010 to some of the interested parties in the north east Kimberley area 
describing a project overview of the Kununurra heavy vehicle route. Unfortunately, the pamphlet appears to have 
been distributed as a “householder” in that area. In areas of the Kimberley and other regional areas of Western 
Australia, householder mail from government agencies that is not directly addressed to residents or is not 
correctly addressed either by name or postal address is not delivered to the post office boxes of many people, 
who make sure that junk mail does not come their way. It does not protect them from mail from 
parliamentarians, though. Parliamentarians’ mail is exempt, so they do get our letters—Australia Post apparently 
does not consider our mail to be junk mail. But the pamphlet prepared and distributed in collaboration between 
the Australian and Western Australian governments as a project overview was not delivered to the parties most 
affected by this proposal. Many of them remained oblivious of the fact that a proposal was coming their way to 
deliver a new road alignment and a new 180-metre bridge over the Ord River, effectively slap-bang next to these 
well-established homes and properties along River Farm Road.  

A long-term resident Mrs Diana Oliver raised this issue with me. I first met Diana 33 years ago when she was 
very actively involved in the Liberal Party. We were political opponents on the polls of the late 1970s; I was 
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working in support of Ernie Bridge’s campaign and she was working in support of Alan Ridge’s campaign. 
Despite that conflict of interest, we have maintained an association—I would say a friendship—that has meant 
Diana came to me confident that I would pursue this issue in the Parliament for her, which I have done this 
week. When Diana became aware of this proposal, with my assistance and the assistance of my office she 
immediately prepared a petition alerting the Parliament and the government to the concerns of the River Farm 
Road residents, including the fact that they had not been consulted and were not aware of the emerging preferred 
alignment for the new road construction north of the bridge over the Ord River that was looming as a likely 
construct so close to their homes, businesses, lives and families. As well as assisting Diana with the preparation 
of a petition that she had signed by, I think, every resident of River Farm Road and popped into a mail bag last 
Friday, I presented the petition to the chamber on Tuesday, after question time, in a deliberate attempt to draw 
the attention of government to these residents’ concerns about this proposal. I have also placed on the notice 
paper a series of questions for the Ministers for Regional Development and Transport. By way of those 
questions, I wish to draw the attention of those ministers to the residents’ concerns about this proposal, which is 
in pre-construction. I understand, in a message received from Mrs Diana Oliver today, that drilling has started to 
take place in the area adjacent to Ord River and not far from these family homes and properties, and horticultural 
blocks along River Farm Road, thereby indicating the preferred road alignment for the heavy vehicle route 
around Kununurra. That drilling puts it very close indeed to people who have not been consulted about this 
proposal. The residents always knew that there would be a need for a new road and a new Ord River crossing, 
and were conscious that a proposal was due and were anticipating the opportunity to influence and shape the 
discussion. However, in view of Main Roads Western Australia’s failure and therefore, effectively, the 
government of Western Australia, to deliver this proposal to the community well, the most directly affected 
residents appear to be the one group not involved in the consultations. Other people in the community have been 
involved in the consultation process and have, it would appear, shaped Main Roads thinking about the direction 
the road alignment might take if the current proposals are signed off by the minister on behalf of the government, 
and construction were to occur. Others, who were lucky enough to be alerted to the proposal, have had input. A 
couple of people to the north, who might have been affected by the original proposal, have secured a shift in the 
road alignment downstream of where the Ord River and Dunham River meet—just north of the diversion dam. 
Happily, that has protected the interests of a couple of the parties, but, unbeknownst to a larger group of people 
the proposed alignment is now slap bang up against the properties of a number of people who were not 
consulted.  

The reason I raise this issue now and, if one likes, double up on my efforts on behalf of these residents—who 
have enlisted the support of their local member, the member for Kimberley, who has in turn asked for my 
assistance—is to secure a hearing in Parliament for this community and to ensure their concerns are well and 
truly registered by this government and its ministers. 

The residents are of the view that as the project is in the pre-construction phase, the government should proceed 
much more cautiously and carefully, and take on board their legitimate concerns. This road will link Victoria 
Highway to Great Northern Highway, which starts at Guildford and finishes at the port in Wyndham. The 
existing road through Kununurra will not meet the current, let alone the future, transport needs of the area. The 
residents recognise that the new route is needed. Various routes have been considered. People have considered 
the old Ivanhoe Crossing and whether a road link through Mantinea Plain—a beautiful alternative road route—
would link the people from Kununurra to Wyndham. The member for Darling Range knows the road well from 
the time when he lived in Wyndham. He would know how attractive such a route would be. It is a beautiful route 
but not one that would work to meet the traffic needs. However, the residents of River Farm Road are of the 
view that an alternative to the government’s preferred route could be found, which could represent a compromise 
on the existing proposal that positions the road too close to horticultural blocks, farms and people’s homes. 
Picture a significant amount of traffic on a substantial road, and a very large bridge of considerable elevation for 
which the road alignment and gradient will inevitably require trucks to use their quite noisy power brakes. 
Picture the high-beam lights of these trucks and the other traffic on the road showering light on these River Farm 
Road residents’ homes. Imagine the light and noise from traffic in an area that really, although not quite a 
pristine wilderness, is a beautiful part of the Ord—one that I know very well. I love that part of the Ord. It is an 
accessible part of the Ord. I spent some good years of my youth with the farming families of that area, lending a 
hand on their horticultural blocks gathering mangoes during the picking season. I particularly remember 
enjoying picking the mangoes on these beautiful blocks early in the mornings and late in the evenings, enjoying 
the night skies in what is a wilderness of a different sort because horticultural activities are alive and well 
adjacent to this beautiful part of the Ord River. This community from the northern edge of Kununurra on the 
eastern bank of the Ord, if this alignment were to proceed, will experience a disruption and destruction, as they 
see and I see it, of their lifestyle. I am conscious of the wildlife, the birdlife and the crocodiles—both salties and 
fresh—that populate that part of the world.  



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Thursday, 11 November 2010] 

 p8724b-8742a 
Mr Ian Blayney; Mr Andrew Waddell; Mr Tony O'Gorman; Acting Speaker; Mr Tom Stephens; Mr Mark 

McGowan 

 [14] 

[Member’s time extended.]  

Mr T.G. STEPHENS: Main Roads Western Australia’s proposal even includes a planned parking area adjacent 
to the alignment that would hover over these people’s homes and farms. These people are used to enjoying the 
stars, the moon, and the dark and quiet of that part of the world, and that suddenly, now, will be put at jeopardy 
and risk.  

The investments of these people are substantial. They are investments of blood, sweat, tears and money by 
people who have been through the ups and downs of life in that area. In the case of Mrs Oliver, she was away 
from town for a period of time and missed out on any of the discussions, not only because she did not get a direct 
letter about it, but also because she was in hospital following a serious motor vehicle accident. After recovering 
from that accident she returned to Kununurra to find this awful invasion of her private space.  

I wanted to use the debate on the Premier’s Statement to alert the government to the concerns of this community 
and to call upon the government—the Premier, the Minister for Transport and the Minister for Regional 
Development—to make themselves available in double-quick time and to recognise that this is an investment 
that draws down on commonwealth government funds for the Ord River expansion strategies. The investment is 
needed, but investment must be put into that area in ways that are sensitive to the legitimate concerns of that 
local community. The concerns of a range of parties need to be taken on board, and I am very conscious that 
there will be Aboriginal heritage issues further upstream, closer to the area where the Ord and Dunham Rivers 
meet. They are areas of great interest to the Miriuwung people, especially the Aboriginal women, and there are 
very sensitive sites of heritage significance in that area. A large parcel of land exists between the confluence of 
the two rivers and the current proposal is for a road alignment and a bridge alignment across the Ord, close to 
River Farm Road. In those circumstances it seems to me quite reasonable for the alignment to be closer to what I 
understand is called Dobson’s block, which would link up somewhere close to Wirro Road on the western side 
of the Ord River. That would lead traffic naturally back on to the Victoria Highway in a way that would be far 
less disruptive to the community of the north east Kimberley and to the lives and families of the horticultural 
block owners and residents along River Farm Road. 

These farming families have served their community by pioneering horticulture and business opportunities for an 
extended period. The Oliver family arrived there and got involved in all the ups and downs of farming and then 
found itself diversifying into machinery operations and a business that serviced farms by selling and maintaining 
vehicles. I know that business well and I have known the ups and downs of these families, such as the joys, 
heartbreaks, sorrows and loss of family members due to aircraft accidents. For these people who have put in so 
much, shed so many tears and had so many successes to then find themselves hit with this blow of a failure of 
government to consult with such a significant section of the local community is something that is intolerable to 
them and me. Political opponents they may be, but they are most certainly people who have the right to have 
their voices heard. By and large, many of these people are fellow travellers with the current government, yet they 
have found themselves shut out from the consultation process and not getting the access to government that they 
believe they are entitled to, not by virtue of their politics but by virtue of being citizens of Western Australia and 
residents of an important farming community on the edge of Kununurra. 

I will champion the rights of all sections of that community to have their voices heard, and a compromise and 
balance to be struck on such a significant project as this project will be. I hope that this contribution to the 
Parliament, as well as the petition I tabled on their behalf and the questions I have positioned on notice on their 
behalf, will strike a chord in government and highlight to government the need to recognise that the member for 
Kimberley wants their voices heard and understood within government. She wants discussions to take place 
before people bolt down on the current preferred alignment for the road and for the bridge across the Ord at this 
point. 

I know this part of the Ord around Kununurra intimately from my days as a young man. I well know the areas 
from fishing and boating and from just generally mucking about with my mates and their families on the lower 
reaches of Ord. I also know it through the stories of my wife’s family. Kim Durack and Bill Durack—Bill 
recently died; he was the last of the grandchildren of pioneer Patsy Durack—are cousins of my wife, and they 
pioneered agriculture on this part of the Ord, and as I look at the map I can see how Main Roads might just sort 
of look at it and think it is an easy route to put in that can shoot off Victoria Highway and around the back of 
Hidden Valley and then swing in across the Ivanhoe Road, straight across the Ord at that point and back onto 
Victoria Highway at the other side. But Main Roads is missing the fact that this is an area that close to many 
people; it is on a part of the river that is especially attractive at that particular point; and, that there are ways of 
realigning that road that would be less disruptive to the environment and to the social circumstances of many 
people along that valley. The first farm closest to the bridge is owned by the Hughes family these days—the late 
Jim Hughes and his wife, Judy. The contributions of these families are of enormous importance to agriculture 
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and horticulture in this area. Jim died not so very long ago, quite unexpectedly. His wife, Judy, is now on that 
horticultural block, which would be the one closest to this huge highway and bridge infrastructure, which will 
shatter the way life would work for her and the residual parts of her family in the absence of Jim. Next door is 
the Oliver block and down from there is the old Whiting family block. I forget who owns the Whiting family 
block now. It is a citrus farm that I knew well. In fact, I was on that citrus farm the day I was arrested by 
Inspectors Dunlop and Aitken in 1980. I was picking the lemons when they came and whacked me into the 
Wyndham prison for my trouble. I think Diana was probably cheering at that time, but now she would be pleased 
to know that the voice that she was happy to see thrown away in prison in 1980 is more than happy to take up 
her cause 30 years down the track. It just simply is not fair to put in such a major piece of infrastructure with 
such little regard for people who have contributed so much for so long for Western Australia. I just hope that the 
Minister for Transport, the Minister for Regional Development and the Premier will not allow this alignment to 
proceed without taking more seriously the views and concerns of this section of the north east Kimberley 
community, these horticulturalists whose produce we get to enjoy in the metropolitan area with the beautiful 
mangoes, the wonderful melons and the extraordinary star fruit that they produce. That variety of crops comes 
off just a small handful of properties, but those people produce great value, while simultaneously maintaining 
involvement in their community that services this expanding area of the north east Kimberley around the Ord 
River scheme. I am very pleased that the member for Kimberley sent this group of people to me to raise this 
issue on their behalf in her absence. I hope that their concerns will be understood loud and clear by government 
and that I will soon hear reports back that they have had fruitful discussions that have secured the realignment of 
this significant piece of infrastructure that would otherwise do unnecessary damage to the social life, family life 
and environment of this wonderful part of the state along the lower part of the Ord River. 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham) [4.32 pm]: I rise to add my few remarks to the Premier’s statement. I do so 
as today is Armistice Day. I said a few words about Armistice Day, Remembrance Day, yesterday and I felt that 
maybe I would say a few more words today, Remembrance Day. I hope we have all been at ceremonies around 
Perth today.  

It was, as everyone always says, the day the guns stopped firing on the Western Front. Of course, for many 
people it was not actually the end of the war. For many Australians and those from combatant nations, the war 
went on in their minds for decades to come and the war went on in their injuries for the rest of their lives. I 
looked it up this morning. I said yesterday that the last survivor was called Choules. He lives in Salter Point and 
he is now 109 or 110 years old. I was wrong. Two other survivors are recognised around the world, although he 
is the last surviving combatant. He served in the Royal Navy and he was present for a time whilst combat 
occurred, so I think it means that some of the other survivors did not actually see any sort of combat; they were 
just service people at that point in time. Millions upon millions upon millions of people around the world served, 
and now three of those many millions are left. That in due course will happen to the survivors of all conflicts, 
including of the Second World War, of whom there are diminishing numbers. I met a gentleman this morning at 
the Rockingham Remembrance Day event who had served in Korea and he is now 85. I asked him how many 
other Korean veterans were at the service and he said there were none. He also said that as far as he understands, 
there are only 2 000 Korean veterans left around Australia today. As time goes by, these men and women who 
participate in these incredible events on behalf of our country pass into history and fade away as their lives end 
and their memories are gone. 

Remembrance Day is exactly that; it is an opportunity for us to try to keep it alive in some way and remember 
what those people endured. It is also an opportunity for us to try to remember what they fought for. I will speak 
in a little while about what they actually fought for—what it was all about. I also want to talk about how I have 
some concerns with some of the attitudes of current Australians. I appreciate the fact that many Australians are 
now much more interested, if we like, at an emotional level about what has gone on in our history and that many 
people have shown a greater propensity to turn up at various war memorials, sites and locations to commemorate 
these events. Indeed, at Gallipoli on 25 April I think we will find that there are more than 10 000, perhaps 
20 000, Australians participating in events. I read an account once of the fiftieth anniversary of the Gallipoli 
landing in 1965. A couple of journalists went to Gallipoli and there were a couple of dozen veterans and a couple 
of backpackers present. Of course, the veterans at that time were relatively young, and the backpackers had made 
their way from travels around Europe to watch this event. A small event was held on the battlefields to 
commemorate the landing. Of course, today none of the veterans are there but roughly, as I understand it, 20 000 
or so Australians show up.  

However, today is not Anzac Day; it is Remembrance Day, which is the day the guns fell silent on the Western 
Front. It is not actually, as I said, the day the war ended for many people. It is not even the day the war formally 
ended, which was in 1919 upon the signing of the Treaty of Versailles. However, it was the day that the 
armistice was reached in the forest of Compiègne just north of Paris in the famous railway carriage. The member 
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for Gosnells reminded me that that was also the famous railway carriage in which the peace was signed between 
France and Germany in June 1940 when France surrendered to Germany after Germany came through for the 
third time—the first time was in 1871, the second in 1914–18 and the third time was 1940. It was where the 
armistice, or peace, was signed between Hitler, who showed up in person, and some of the German generals and 
French generals on that occasion. Just for the information of the member for Gosnells, that railway carriage was 
in fact taken back to Germany consequent to that as a war prize and was shown to people as the famous location 
where the peace was signed. It disappeared in some of the bombing raids of 1943 or 1944 and it was never found 
again. It was searched for but never found, so that little piece of history disappeared. 

Mr P. Abetz interjected. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I think they have created a replica; the original is gone.  

Remembrance Day is a very important day for millions of citizens around the world, particularly those who 
served on the Western Front, bearing in mind that the war in Russia had ended in March of that year and the war 
in Turkey had ended in late 1915. The major area of combat was in the west—Belgium and France. It is 
interesting to read the accounts of that day when the guns ceased firing. Word spread that the war was over or 
about to be over at that time, but of course the hatred and feeling that had developed meant that in some parts of 
the front fighting actually reached a crescendo in the lead-up to the guns falling silent. It is said that when the 
guns fell silent and the news spread that the war was over, the cheering from the trenches could be heard from 
the North Sea to the Swiss border as the men realised that the risk of being killed had significantly diminished. 
Presumably, more cheering could be heard in the trenches on the western side than on the eastern side. The risk 
of being killed had not entirely disappeared, considering the nature of the battlefields they were walking on, but 
their chance of survival was pretty much assured. In the lead-up to that, the fighting went on over the course of 
that morning and reached a crescendo in some sectors. Some men, particularly those who operated artillery, fired 
every shell they could find at the enemy. I read an account of Harry S. Truman, who was then a captain in the 
US army, who fired as much artillery as he could until 11.00 am. His section fired every gun it had right up until 
11 o’clock. 

A number of soldiers who served in 1914 died on the morning of Armistice Day. Of course, the tragedy did not 
finish there for those who came home. The Fremantle Artillery Barracks served as a hospital for many who came 
home and I believe that the former Sunset Hospital served as a hospital for some of the men who came home, 
many of whom lived the rest of their damaged lives in that facility. Many families learnt of the death of their 
loved ones only after Armistice Day. They realised that their son, husband, boyfriend or father had died either in 
the lead-up to or on that day. A famous example of that is Wilfred Owen, who is known as the greatest of the 
war poets and who wrote the famous poem Dulce et Decorum est. He was shot and died on 7 November at what 
was known as the battle of the Sambre Canal, which was part of the advance of the allied forces towards 
Germany in the last few months of the war. If I read some sections of the poem, members might recognise it. He 
was actually a homosexual and was a brilliant war poet who had a loving family at home. He died on 7 
November and his parents received the telegram advising them of his death as the village was celebrating the end 
of the war and the bells in the town were ringing. He had served during most of the war and wrote some of the 
most magnificent war poetry. He did not have to go back to the front but elected to do so. Those types of stories 
were repeated everywhere, including in Australia and Britain. Britain lost over 700 000 of its men, France lost 
one million and Germany lost 1.5 or 2 million, as did Russia. As I said yesterday, 60 000 of our young men were 
lost. That does not include those who died subsequently or who were damaged by the conflict either physically 
or mentally. That war scarred our country for generations. 

Mr T.K. Waldron: Have you been to the battlefields? 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I have been there four times. It is very interesting. A lot of that history is lost on modern 
generations. I think that the young people today feel quite emotional about the events that took place. They know 
that something happened back then. They have heard the story of the storming of the beaches of Gallipoli and 
that there was a war in the 1940s when we had to defeat a fellow called Hitler and that the empire of Japan was 
involved and that the Japanese were not the good guys. However, if the young people were asked whether 
Wyndham was bombed or whether people were killed in Broome, Kalumburu or Exmouth, or whether an enemy 
submarine surfaced off Port Denison and Port Gregory, I do not think they would know. People today have a 
responsibility to learn about and understand those things. I see the images of Gallipoli on the television on Anzac 
Day and watch people wearing flags tied around them, and see young people crying and so forth, but I wonder 
about the extent of their knowledge of what took place and what it meant for those hundreds of thousands of 
Australians who died in conflicts for us. I wonder how much young people know about why Australians were 
serving, what they did, where they went, where they came from and what it was all about. I believe that most 
people would have very little understanding about any of that. I believe they have a responsibility to learn about 
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it and that our education system has a responsibility to teach them. When I went to school and when I was the 
Minister for Education, people were educated, to a broad degree, about a lot of those historical events in which 
Australia participated. Irrespective of that, I do not believe people have much of an understanding about it. The 
broader public has a responsibility to learn and understand what went on. If someone dies for us—in effect that 
is what those people did—we should understand what the conflict was about, why they did it, how it all 
happened and where it happened. I urge people to improve their general knowledge of those events. 

I will talk about what they were fighting for. As I said, I have been to the Western Front on four occasions. I 
have also visited the Kranji War Cemetery in Singapore that overlooks the Straits of Johor, where many 
Australians are buried, and to Changi and some of the installations in Darwin where bombing took place. I have 
also stood on the shore at Broome and tried to see the flying boats, although I was not there on the right 
occasions. 

Mr T.K. Waldron: Minister — 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Member. 

Mr T.K. Waldron: I remember the old days! I took my kids to the battlefields in France and encouraged them to 
learn more about it. Not everyone can do that. It was lucky that I could at the time. I agree with what you are 
saying. You are on the right track.  

Mr M. McGOWAN: Funnily enough, most Australians do not realise, to a large degree, although a recent 
movie might have improved people’s knowledge, that half of the Australian war dead in all wars died in France 
and Belgium over a two-year period between 1916 and 1918. Half of all the Australians who have died in every 
war since 1885 died there during that two-year period. Most Australians either do not know or understand that. 
They have an emotional commitment to Gallipoli, which is important, of course, but there is a much broader 
experience of Australian military history that people should make themselves aware of. 

I now want to get a bit political. What did they die for? They died for Australia and because they wanted to serve 
with their mates. I suspect that if any of the soldiers in the First World War, the Second World War, Vietnam or 
Korea were asked why they were there and what was most important to them, they would say that they were 
there to support their mates. That is what they say in the oral histories. That is why they kept going back. As I 
said, Wilfred Owen, who was a British soldier, did not have to go back but he went back to support his chums. 
That is an understandable emotion. If we were to ask what they wanted to see come out of it, I think they would 
say that they wanted their fellow countrymen—not just the existing generation but future generations—to 
remember them and acknowledge what they had done. 

[Member’s time extended.] 

Mr M. McGOWAN: They would also want to have a say in what their country was like. One thing that 
separated us from the German militarists we fought in the First World War and the Nazis and Japanese fascists in 
the Second World War, and even those who died in other conflicts, is that in virtually every case Australia was a 
free democracy fighting against a country that was not democratic. Australia on every occasion, at least in the 
wars from the Boer War forward, was a free democracy with an understanding of the rights of personal liberty, 
that the state should not be intrusive and that the role of the state in terms of impinging on people’s personal 
liberties must be restricted. 

I have a view that the role of the state is important. I am a social democrat. Funnily enough, I think Australia is 
quite a social democratic country. I think that the level of government support for people in need, at least since 
the 1970s, has been quite high across both commonwealth and state governments, and I support that. I support 
the state playing a role to assist people in need and playing a role to assist families who might be doing it tough. 
It is a valuable role for the state to help people. We are not so individualistic that we can get away from that 
basic principle of the role of government. That is my view of the role of government. 

However, it is not my view of the role of government that it is there to impinge on people’s personal liberties 
unnecessarily, and that has been my voting record in this Parliament both on conscience issues and on issues of 
law enforcement. 

I was pleased today to see that the National Party had joined with the Labor Party and the Greens (WA) to say 
that those retrograde and awful proposed stop-and-search laws should not go forward and will now no longer go 
forward in this state. I believe, when we talk about personal liberties and the freedom from what could have been 
a pernicious influence of the state on people’s personal lives, the proposed stop-and-search laws are an example 
in our country of the state having gone too far. The upper house Nationals—not the lower house Nationals—
agreed, the Greens (WA) in the upper house agreed and Labor agreed that the state has gone too far in trying to 
infringe and impinge on the liberties of individuals. We all know that over a long period the requirement of 
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“reasonable suspicion” was put into the law so that the police were unable to unnecessarily impinge on the 
private and personal liberty of citizens of our country without some just cause. Fortunately, the Parliament has 
now agreed that this government had gone too far on impinging on the personal liberty of its citizens in this case, 
and the Parliament has told the executive that it has gone too far in its laws. 

Mr R.F. Johnson interjected. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: If most of those people I was referring to before had been asked what they were 
representing and what they were out there fighting for, they would have said that one of the things they were out 
there trying to fight for was to defend the freedoms, the rights, the privileges and the liberties of Australians. 
That was what they were out there trying to fight for. The fact that the Parliament has now succeeded in 
defeating a key piece of government legislation, which the Minister for Police had hung his hat on as one of his 
most important initiatives, sends a message to him and the cabinet that he should now resign. 

Mr R.F. Johnson interjected. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: The Minister for Police has been defeated on his most important piece of legislation and 
he should now resign. The Parliament, the minister’s own side of Parliament included, has sent him a message 
that what he believes in and what he was trying to achieve is not appropriate or right or just in Western Australia. 

Several members interjected. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr M. McGOWAN: The Minister for Police has been defeated, and justly defeated, by the Parliament on an 
important matter of principle and it is time for him to consider his position and resign, resign, resign! 

Several members interjected. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Members!  

Mr M. McGOWAN: It was a very important message and I was gratified that the National Party finally came to 
Labor’s point of view and that the Greens (WA) joined with Labor and we were able to defeat the minister in the 
upper house on this legislation on a shocking, pernicious, awful, rude and — 

Mr P. Papalia: Offensive! 

Mr R.F. Johnson: It’s your legislation that you are talking about, not mine. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: — offensive law to the individual rights and freedoms of Western Australians, and the 
minister has now been shown for what he is; that is, he cannot get his key piece of legislation — 

Mr R.F. Johnson: But it’s what you believed in. It was your legislation that you are talking about, not mine. 
What utter hypocrisy! What an absolute hypocrite! 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I am not a fascist. I am not a British fascist, a member who is someone — 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Members! Let us not get personal. We have a few minutes to go. Member for 
Rockingham. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Mr Deputy Speaker, we had this — 

Mr B.S. Wyatt interjected. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Member for Victoria Park! 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Mr Deputy Speaker — 

Several members interjected. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Members!  

Mr F.A. Alban: Bunch of pansies! 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I hope you are excluding me, member! 

Mr F.A. Alban: Of course. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Okay. Member for Rockingham. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: As we recall, this debate commenced back around Anzac Day when we made points on 
this side of the house that the legislation was outside of that tradition. It is very appropriate that on 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Thursday, 11 November 2010] 

 p8724b-8742a 
Mr Ian Blayney; Mr Andrew Waddell; Mr Tony O'Gorman; Acting Speaker; Mr Tom Stephens; Mr Mark 

McGowan 

 [19] 

Remembrance Day this matter concluded in the way it always should have concluded, and that this law that 
would have taken away rights and privileges from ordinary Western Australians be dumped and defeated. 

Several members interjected. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I am so pleased that the minister has lost this battle. At the end of the day, because of a 
lack of judgement, the minister will end up losing the war as well. When it happens that the Minister for Police 
loses a piece of legislation like this, to which he has put his name, has hitched his ride to, has cajoled, lobbied 
and tried to bully members of the other place to support, he should now resign his position, as he has been 
comprehensively and thoroughly defeated on his major piece of legislation. He should now therefore take what is 
the only honourable course forward on that legislation. 

Mr R.F. Johnson interjected. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I am therefore pleased for Western Australians that they will not have to endure what the 
minister was going to put ordinary law-abiding Western Australian citizens through. I am pleased that they will 
not have to endure that.  

Mr R.F. Johnson: Why did you bring in similar legislation? What hypocrisy! 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Every member of this Parliament should be happy that the Parliament, Labor, the 
Greens — 

Withdrawal of Remark 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: I rise under standing order 98 to object to the words used by the Minister for Police. He 
called the member for Rockingham, who is a decorated former serviceman, a hypocrite, and he should withdraw. 

Mr R.F. Johnson: This is not a point of order. I said, “What hypocrisy!” 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: There is no point of order. Carry on, member for Rockingham. 

Debate Resumed 

Mr R.F. Johnson: Wash your ears out! 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Minister! Right; member for Rockingham. 

Mr R.F. Johnson: Tosser! 

Withdrawal of Remark 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I call upon the Minister for Police to withdraw what he just said. 

Mr R.F. Johnson: What? Did I refer to a member? 

Mr M. McGOWAN: The Minister for Police just referred to the member for Cannington—and I quote—as a 
“tosser”, and I ask that he be made to withdraw that allegation. 

Mr P. Papalia: Take charge! 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I am making a point of order there, Mr Deputy Speaker. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I never heard any exchange between the minister and the member for Cannington. 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: Funny that! 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Excuse me! I never heard any banter between the minister and the member for 
Cannington. Member for Rockingham, continue. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: No. Mr Deputy Speaker, are you saying to the house now that that sort of language is 
acceptable? Is that what you are saying to the house? 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I never heard that statement being made. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Surely you should indicate to the Minister for Police that if he said it, he should withdraw. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Did you make that statement? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Mr Deputy Speaker, I withdraw. 

Debate Resumed 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Now we know the standards of the Leader of the House, because he just used that 
language in this Parliament. Did members opposite hear what he just said and the sort of language he just used in 
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this Parliament? Now members know, because he withdrew it. They know the sort of language and the sort of 
standards the minister has. The minister has been defeated in the other place by us on his key piece of legislation. 
It was shocking, rude, horrible legislation and I am pleased it went down. In light of that fact and in light of the 
minister’s behaviour right now, the minister is unfit to hold the position of Minister for Police. 

Debate adjourned on motion by Mr R.F. Johnson (Leader of the House). 
 


